English/science
Week 1: Features of non-fiction books
Introduction
Explain to your child that a non-fiction book tells you facts and information about the world around you. You use the book to look up something and find out about it. It is different from a fiction book/story book because that has made up stories in them, whereas non-fiction is always about something that has happened – such as men landing on the moon, or somewhere in the world – such as America or Australia, or how things work or are made. You could show an example of a fiction/story book and one of a non-fiction book. If you don’t have a non—fiction book you can use the pictures provided.
Activity 1
Look through the book/pictures with your child, looking at the examples. There are different features to a non-fiction book (see pictures):
1. Cover- title of the book
2. Contents – at the front of the book. It tells you what is in the book, in order.
3. Index – at the back of the book. An alphabetical list of what is in the book, with the page number.
4. Photographs – to show you what things look like.
5. Captions – a sentence which explains what is happening in a picture.
6. Headings – the main title of the text, which tells you what it will be about.

You do not read a non-fiction book from cover to cover as you would a fiction/story book. You use the book to look up something and find out about it. You can use the pictures to give examples.


Activity 2
To write a sentence about the picture. Please can your child either write a sentence about the picture, explaining what they can see, encouraging them to use capital letters and full stops.
 For example, “A caption tells us what is happening in the photo”. If your child needs support then you can always write the sentence and they can copy it.
Otherwise, if you write the sentence for them then cut it up into separate words and then you can help them build it back up into a sentence.
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