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Dear Parents and Carers,
Here we are at the end of another extremely busy term!
The pupils have all been working hard and it is so nice to be able to take their learning
outside into the sunshine, hopefully more of that to come.
You will have seen that our new outdoor gym equipment has now been installed and it
has proved to be extremely popular. It was so lovely to welcome parents and friends of
the school back into school this term for Parents Evening and for the coffee morning. I
can thoroughly recommend the low sugar cakes that were being served! DELICIOUS!!
Thank you to those of you who have filled in the parent questionnaire, your views are
important to us. Once we have collated them, we will analyse them with the governors
and add information into our school development plan with the intention of making
Fitzwaryn even better than it is!
I hope that you have all got 18th June 2022 in your diaries for Fitzwaryn's Summer Fete,
the committee is working really hard at the moment, look out for further details next term
and do let us know if you can lend a hand. Any funds that are raised will go towards the
purchase of specialist bikes and trikes to add to our existing bicycle rack.
MAPLE CLASS

Maple Class have really enjoyed our past two topics – Under the Sea and Minibeasts.
The children have been working hard learning about different creatures that live under the
sea and the creatures under our feet. In English the children have been developing their
writing skills. In term 3 we built sentences using colourful semantics to retell the class
story – Tiddler the Story Telling Fish. This term we have all been retelling the story of the
Very Hungry Caterpillar. The pupils have been learning actions for the story, exploring
marks making linked to the story and sequencing images to retell the story, as well as a
whole group retelling on World Book Day!
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BEECH CLASS

In Beech Class, we have had a fantastic term! All pupils have thoroughly enjoyed our
past two topics ‘Under the Sea’ and ‘Minibeasts’.
In English, we have been reading lots of stories linking to our topics. We have also taken
part in lots of sensory stories that involved dressing up, it was really good fun! In writing,
we have been retelling one of our favourite stories, the Very Hungry Caterpillar. Pupils
learned 6 different actions and were able to order drawings from the story.
In Maths, we looked at numbers 1-20 and practised matching these to Numicon. We also
explored measurement in our Maths lessons. Everybody did lots of sorting of short and
long items, as well as sorting heavy and light. One of the pupils’ favourite lessons was
using a make-shift balance scale outside in the sunshine to compare the weights of
different items we could find.
CEDAR CLASS

In Cedar Class this term we have been exploring the books of Oliver Jeffers and, as part
of this, we have learnt about the world around us. We enjoyed using the globes and
Google Maps to find different countries in the world. In Horticulture we tasted different
vegetables to see what we liked and then planted the seeds and are now watching them
grow. In computing we also had great fun programming the Beebots to move in different
directions.
HAZEL CLASS

Hazel Class have had a busy term! Throughout the spring term, everyone in Hazel Class
has done some super Maths. We have worked with objects to multiply and divide. We

have been counting in 2s, 5s and 10s every day. Recently in Problem Solving Maths we
have been thinking about shapes and sizes whilst we practise packing our rucksacks with
different objects. In English, we have learnt lots of stories, including Little Red Riding
Hood, The Three Little Pigs, The Way Back Home, using the story telling approach. We
have focussed on books by Oliver Jeffers and have enjoyed sitting together and reading
his stories. We all loved World Book Day! Our topics have been ‘Once Upon a Time’ and
‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. We enjoyed designing and making fairy tale lands using
shoe boxes and we have loved exploring the world through different types of maps.
Everyone is developing in curiosity, kindness, and independence.
ASH CLASS

Ash Class have had a fun packed couple of terms. The children have enjoyed topics
linked to Oliver Jeffers and alternative fairy tales. They combined Science and Art to
create their own light up fairy tale boxes complete with backgrounds, trees and familiar
characters from the stories. In Science, they also had a lot of fun creating replications of
some of the internal organs including the digestive system, the heart and the lungs.
WILLOW CLASS

This term the pupils have really enjoyed learning all about the author Roald Dahl. In
English, we have been reading the story ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ by Roald Dahl.
The pupils have been looking carefully at the events in the story in order to retell and
write a simple version of the story. We have been using ‘Talk for Writing’ to do this and
the pupils have had great fun acting out the story as a group. In Maths, the pupils have
enjoyed looking at shapes and learning about fractions. They have been learning to find
half, quarter and thirds by sharing objects into equal groups. The pupils have enjoyed
looking at different genres of movie music and learn how music can create emotions and
tension. They have been exploring the ICT programme Purple Mash to create their own
pieces of music to accompany a picture from the book studied in English. The pupils have
been developing their Personal, Social and Independence skills this term by going to the
local supermarket and buying the ingredients needed for their cookery classes this term.
They have been using the scan and shop equipment and can now independently look for
the items needed, scan then and pack them without adult support. What a busy term
Willow Class have had.

PINE CLASS

Pine Class have had a wonderful term and thoroughly enjoyed the topic of Roald Dahl.
Pupils have engaged in a variety of English tasks based around the story of Matilda and
taken part in a new way of working through an approach called Talk for Writing. Pupils
have responded amazingly to this and taken part in making up actions and illustrations to
help them to retell the story with a great level of success. They have also learned the
meaning of the word ‘persuasive’ and came up with brilliant arguments about why Matilda
should be freed from the choky. They used their persuasive points to write a letter on
behalf of Matilda.
Pine Class have developed their geometry and fractions skills in maths this term and
taken part in lots of practical math lessons. In geometry lessons, pupils have been
exploring properties of both 2D and 3D shapes, identifying shapes in the environment,
making 3D models and creating patterns using shapes. In fraction lessons, pupils have
been finding halves and quarters of shapes and numbers and developing their
mathematical vocabulary. They have been transferring their fraction skills to their cooking
lessons and practicing cutting fruits and vegetables into halves and quarters too.
We have also been out in the community again this term with weekly trips to different
cafes with Holly Class. The whole class have really enjoyed this session and they are all
starting to make progress with their confidence when ordering and paying for their drink
and snack. Pupils have enjoyed many more activities this term including; making healthy
snacks in cooking, learning how to play netball in PE and taking part in mini games,
joining in with whole school events such as Shrove Tuesday and Comic Relief and much
more! Well done Pine Class!
ROWAN CLASS

Rowan Class have had a busy term! We have enjoyed learning about ‘Extreme Earth’
and Roald Dahl. In English we have written our own stories based on the book ‘Escape
from Pompeii’ including our own natural hazards. We have also learnt the story of Matilda
using ‘Talk for Writing’ and have been writing persuasive letters to Miss Trunchball. In
Maths we have been working on our problem-solving skills and have enjoyed learning
about fractions using food and properties of shape. In Art, we have made our own
volcano models and have learnt all about volcanoes around the world and other natural
hazards. We have also learnt about Roald Dahl and his life and have made a soundtrack
to a scene in Matilda.

Thank you so much for all of your support on Red Nose Day. We raised £79.60! The
pupils had a great day telling jokes, doing scavenger hunts, red nose and spoon race and
playing pin the nose on the teacher. The pupils also had a joke competition in class and
shared the best jokes in assembly!
SENIOR SCHOOL

n
We have had an incredibly busy two terms in the Senior School since coming back to
school after Christmas. We have continued to have a big focus on narrative in English,
and the pupils have enjoyed reading and getting to know all about the story “The Lion,
The Witch and The Wardrobe”. They have written their own narratives based on this, and
some pupils have rewritten it from the perspective of the White Witch. In Maths we have
continued with our number work, whilst also learning about analogue and digital clocks,
measuring and more recently, fractions! The pupils consistently show perseverance and
cooperation towards their learning which link in nicely with our school values. We are still
completing our weekly Personal, Social and Independence lessons and the pupils have
made great progress, particularly in their independence. Most pupils are now able to go
to the shop and buy ingredients for school lunch, order something from a café, or find a
safe place to cross the road!
We have also been lucky enough to go out on a school trip to The Story Museum in
Oxford, which was amazing! We had a Narnia focus, and created our own scenes using
materials and props, created mood boards and had a tour of the museum. We even got
to walk through the wardrobe into Narnia itself. In the afternoon we were taken on a tour
of Oxford by the White Witch herself. A successful day and one enjoyed by all the pupils
and staff.
STUDENT CENTRE

The Student Centre have had another busy term! We have had a huge emphasis on our
work experience placements and volunteering within the community. Our placements
include working at the Co-op, helping at the Wantage Mix, where we must collect food
from supermarkets and bakeries which would otherwise go to landfill, weigh it, box it so it
is ready to go to the community larder. Some students also help at one of the GRoW
family’s toddler groups. We also have a student who supports service users at Grove Day
Centre. We continue to work on our enterprise and are preparing to start the summer
hanging baskets which were a great success last year, so watch this space! We have
been putting our functional English and Maths skills to good use. Our maths is being used
in our weekly shopping trips and daily cooking and our English for communications with
outside organisations and businesses. We were also very privileged to attend the planting

of over 400 trees alongside other members of the community in aid of the Queen’s Green
Canopy. This was the first occasion to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in Wantage.
CAFÉ TRIPS

This term, Holly and Pine Class have been buddying up and doing weekly visits to
different cafes around Wantage and Grove. The pupils are consistently respectful when
out in the community and are showing an increasing amount of independence when
ordering items and paying for them. We have had some really lovely feedback from the
cafes, one even saying “What a pleasure to have you visit us today, please come back
again soon!”. We look forward to continuing this into the Summer Term!
NEWS
https://kingsgrovewantage.co.uk/news/kingsgrove-community-plants-420-trees-for-thequeens-jubilee
Kingsgrove community plants 420
trees for the Queen’s Jubilee
St. Modwen proudly supported the
Queen’s Green Canopy initiative at
Kingsgrove on 23rd March 2022,
planting 420 trees with help from the
Lord Lieutenant, Town Mayor, local
residents…
kingsgrovewantage.co.uk

https://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/news/20039729.fitzwaryn-school-students-see-outdoorarea-given-revamp/
Fitzwaryn School students see
outdoor area given revamp | Oxford
Mail
STUDENTS with special
educational needs have seen their
ideas to improve their school’s
outdoor areas come to life. A group
of post-16 students at Fitzwaryn
School in Wantage visited locations
...
www.oxfordmail.co.uk
Random Act of Kindness:Today (6th April) a group of Holly and Pine Class were in The Bay Tree Cafe in Wantage!
As we were all sitting and chatting away a man approached the table and left 3 cards in
front of Kate M, Lauren L and myself. Before we could register what had happened, the

man had left the cafe. We picked up the cards, and inside they read "To a carer, from all
those who appreciate what you do" with a £20 boots gift card enclosed.
The waitress came over to ask what we had been given so we told her and she said she
had never seen the man before. He had eaten his lunch in the cafe, paid for it, realised
we were from Fitzwaryn, left the cafe and went to boots, bought the vouchers and
returned to us.
All 3 of us were completely touched and couldn't believe that it happened. Hopefully one
day we can find him and give him our thanks. It was so kind!
Hannah Gordon – Holly Class teacher
A message from Julie Mabberley, Chair of Governors:
“Another term is almost over and life continues to get back to normal. Covid is still with us
and although the Governors are now visiting school again, we have yet to hold a face-toface Governor meeting - hopefully next term.
I am pleased to announce that we have two new Governors. Alan McPherson and David
Shaw were approved by the Directors at their meeting in February and attended their first
meeting as Governors in March. Their details are up on the website and I'm sure you will
see them at a school event soon.
Unfortunately, I also have a resignation to announce. Matt Heyworth (one of our Parent
Governors) has decided that he is unable to commit the time to the role that it deserves.
We thank Matt very much for all his support but must now find a replacement parent
governor. We'll be sending out a request for candidates after the holidays so please look
out for that.
In the meantime, it just remains for me to thank my fellow governors and all the staff for
everything they do for the students at Fitzwaryn; their enthusiasm and dedication are
fantastic and I wish them all a well-earned break over the Easter holiday.”

It just remains for me to wish you all a very happy Easter holidays and I look forward to
seeing everyone back at school on Monday 25th April 2022!

Stephanie Coneboy
Headteacher

